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David Clark, Minister of the Steeple Church

We have come a long way since I attended my first Redevelopment Group meeting back in June 2001.
I read again the notes of these early meetings and was interested in some of the concerns we recorded:

Would we have the courage to think and plan on God’s scale?
Would there be sufficient energy and talent to turn our dreams into reality?
Would we be able to raise sufficient funding?

For us as a church, in the five years since, there have been so many affirmations
of this journey of development, and we’ve rejoiced, so often, to see our

concerns repeatedly met. Of course, uncertainties lie ahead, but we
recognise this as the pattern of faithful obedience to God. 

Robert Logan is a writer who encourages churches to explore
their full potential. He very succinctly reminds us that

‘A godly vision is right for the times, right for the church,
and right for the people. A godly vision promotes faith

rather than fear. A godly vision motivates people to
action. A godly vision requires risk-taking. A godly
vision glorifies God, not people.’ 

Ask yourself whether this is true for us! I certainly
believe we have increasingly understood that we’re
the recipients of an invitation which embraces a
‘godly vision.’  This is an immense privilege. It
will also continue to bring enormous challenge,
but in the amazing words of Ephesians 3 verse
20, we have a God who ‘is able to do
immeasurably more than all we ask
or imagine’.

Do consider these words and allow them to
speak into our situation, knowing that all shall
be done for God’s glory.

The Development Project seems to have been in
the planning stage for so long that it comes as a
shock to realise that we are about to embark on
the ‘doing’ phase! However the time has been
well spent. In addition to the architects’ drawings
and the virtual CD showing what the new building
might look like (which you will already have
seen), a vast amount of groundwork has been
done by the Development team, namely Fiona,
Jane, Liz and Brenda, gathering advice from a
wide range of contacts in the church, the city and
beyond, together with thorough and rigorous
analysis of building and financial plans.

Now, in order to translate these plans into reality,
bricks and mortar, we need to find the financial
resources to make this happen. The estimated
cost represents a formidable target and it is right
that we should have some apprehension about
trying to achieve this goal. However, our vision
all along has been that, if as we believe, this is
God’s plan for our future, He will provide the
resources that we need.

From the Minister Chairman’s Introduction

“ ”
"I have great affection for the
Steeple Church. I met my husband,
Norman Stone, there during the
Street Level festival in the early
eighties. All good wishes for the
Development Project."

Sally Magnusson

It is only right that, before we approach potential
external donors, we should demonstrate our own
commitment as a Church in a practical, tangible
way. I invite you, therefore, as a member of this
Church to consider prayerfully before God how
you might be able to contribute financially,
remembering that we have set ourselves a
target of raising £1 million from within
the congregation.

As I write these words, I have been reflecting on
the events that occurred many thousands of years
ago when the Israelites set up the first ‘church’
building. In Exodus chapter 25 we read ‘The Lord
said to Moses, “Tell the Israelites to bring me
an offering. You are to receive the offering for
me from each man whose heart prompts him to
give… Then have them make a sanctuary for
me, and I will dwell among them’. Their
response was most impressive. ‘The people
continued to bring freewill offerings morning
after morning’ to the extent that Moses had to
ask them to stop because ‘what they already
had was more than enough to do all the work’
(chapter 36).

Let us aim to follow their example. Our vision
from the start has been to make The Steeple a
building that will glorify God and enable us to
fulfil our calling as Christians to reach out to the
community in the heart of the city of Dundee. To
make this happen, we all need to respond
positively and generously.

Denis McDevitt, Chairman of the Development Steering Group




